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Good afternoon

I am extremely flattered and grateful to the University for this Award

I do quite a lot of public speaking 
But it’s normally to financial audiences 
And I have got to say I’m finding this one terrifying
I was originally meant to do Medicine

Which is a sort of a family trade

And in fact I went to Medical School
But only for a year
Don’t ask                      

So it may have taken forty years

But it is nice to get to be a Doctor at last
In the event, as you’ve heard, I became a Solicitor and I have lived and practiced in this area all my professional life

Therefore to get a Doctorate from the UEA is a particular Honour

I came up to Norfolk when I qualified as a Solicitor in 1971
By that time the UEA had been here for about 8 years 
And some of the locals were just about coming round to forgive the University 

For being built on what had previously been a popular public golf course
But they were beginning to wonder when the plastering was going to be finished

In fact I didn’t found Moneyfacts

Until I was nearly 45

I mention that just to give encouragement to any other late starters here 
For 20 years I was a country solicitor out in Stalham on the Norfolk Broads

Stalham is almost completely surrounded by water 
With Barton Broad and the River Ant on one side
And Hickling Broad and the River Thurne on another 
And the sea at the back
Our offices were in a thatched cottage 

If you climbed on to the roof 
Which admittedly we didn’t do very often

You could see a windmill in one direction and Happisburgh lighthouse in the other
In those days it was pretty remote 

We still had a market on a Tuesday

So that was our busy day
Clients would pop in to us on their way to or from the market
So far as the Law was concerned

Because we were a very rural area some of the local property titles still went back to the enclosure awards of the early 1800’s 

And we were still dealing with the leftovers of manorial copyholds and settled land 
I could explain all that if you liked

But to be honest by the time I got to Deeds of Enfranchisement and Settlements
You’d start losing the will to live 

It just helps if you get the drift

And with all that water around we had things to worry about other people wouldn’t even have heard of
Such as moorings, drainage ditches

Rights of navigation on land covered by water 
And planning law for houseboats
I still claim to be the greatest expert 
Living or dead

On East Ruston Staithe 
And I’m not bad on Stalham, Hickling and Horning Staithes as well
A Staithe in case you're interested 
And honestly there is really no reason why you should be 
Is Norfolk for quay or wharf
And then about 18 years ago I started Moneyfacts in 2 rooms above an antique shop opposite
With a shared loo, borrowed furniture, one phone, not even an answer phone, a manual typewriter and one very part time member of staff
So what made me give up being a rural solicitor acting for farmers and boatyards and the odd eel fisherman 
To found the research organisation for mortgages, savings, credit cards, loans and life and pension products
I would like to be able to say it was because I had seen that the abolition of the Building Societies Cartel in 1983
I must say this bit is very boring
The abolition of the Building Societies Cartel in 1983 and the growth of computerisation meant that the building societies were now able to offer for the first time a choice of products and interest rates

And this meant that people would need to know who was offering what products at what rate
As I say I would like to say all that
But to be honest the actual reason was 
I had one particular client who kept asking me 
When he had some money to invest 
Where he could get the best rate 
And I couldn’t tell him
And there was no where to find it out

Now looking back it was a hell of a cheek for a rural Solicitor out on the Broads to decide to create a national data research company 
And I don’t think I’d have done it if I had really realised what I was taking on
Now why should any of this be of any interest to anyone here
I suppose the honest answer is none at all

But I’m afraid that’s not going to stop me

Lots of us are happy doing the job we know 

And enjoy 

And were trained for 

And are good at
And will want to do it all our lives
But what I think I’ve been trying to say over the last few minutes is that

If anyone does decide at some stage that they do want to do something different

It really is never too late

Mary Wesley the novelist was 70 when she had her first novel published

Lord Palmerston was also 70 when he first became Prime Minister

Ramon Blanco was 60 when he climbed Mount Everest 

Bertram Batt was 67 when he swam the Channel

William Pattimore was 78 when he competed in the Commonwealth Games

Though admittedly that was at bowls.    Not the 100 metre hurdles

And when she got her degree here at the UEA

Jean Rennie was 78

Thank you again
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